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WILL MASSACHUSETTS BE THE FIRST STATE TO CALL ON CONGRESS TO 

BEGIN IMPEACHMENT PROCEEDINGS AGAINST PRESIDENT TRUMP? 
 

Citing 10 legal grounds for impeachment proceedings against Trump, Senator Jo Comerford introduces a resolution 
calling on Congress to take action.  

 
BOSTON, MA. – State Senator Jo Comerford has introduced a resolution in the Massachusetts 
State Senate calling on Congress to start impeachment proceedings now against President Donald 
Trump.  The resolution cites ten legal grounds for impeachment proceedings against Trump, 
including imprisoning children in internment camps and obstruction of justice by firing and 
threatening to fire senior Justice Department officials and other actions to interfere with the Russia 
investigation. 
 
“People from all over the Commonwealth have stood up to demand Congress do their duty and 
hold President Trump accountable for his abuse of power and abuse of the public trust," says State 
Senator Comerford.  “At this critical moment in history, we must defend our Constitution and our 
democracy, and we must lift up that bedrock principle that no one is above the law, not even the 
President of the United States.  I am so proud to introduce this resolution so that the 
Commonwealth can speak with one voice to urge our Members of Congress to immediately begin 
an impeachment investigation of President Trump.” 
 
A number of Massachusetts cities and towns, including Cambridge, Newton, and Amherst, have 
passed local resolutions calling for impeachment proceedings, but Massachusetts would be the first 
state to formally call on Members of Congress to uphold their constitutional responsibility.  
 
Free Speech For People, a national non-profit public interest organization founded on the day of the 
Supreme Court’s Citizens United ruling in 2010, helped to draft the resolution.   
 
“President Donald Trump is a direct and serious threat to our Republic,” says John Bonifaz, the Co-
Founder and President of Free Speech For People.  “On an almost daily basis, he attacks our 
Constitution, our democracy, and the rule of law.  His conduct has created a constitutional crisis 
which we must confront now.  We applaud Senator Comerford’s leadership in calling on Members 
of Congress to start impeachment proceedings today against this president.” 
 
In 2017, Free Speech For People co-launched a campaign calling for impeachment proceedings with 
an initial focus on President Trump’s violations of the emoluments clauses of the Constitution based 
on his refusal to divest fully from his business interests prior to taking the oath of office.  The 



campaign has since expanded to include ten legal grounds for impeachment proceedings, and more 
than 1.4 million Americans have signed on to support their call. 
 
“President Trump has been on a collision course with the Constitution since the day he took office,” 
says Ben Clements, the Board Chair of Free Speech For People.   “His impeachable offenses, including 
criminal schemes to secure his election, unconstitutional profiteering, obstruction of justice, and a 
sustained effort to undermine freedom of religion, freedom of the press, and civil rights and liberties, 
threaten our constitutional democracy.  We urge our representatives in the Massachusetts Legislature 
to send a clear message to Congress: Begin impeachment proceedings now and end this national 
nightmare.”  
 
“The time for delay is over. The evidence of President Trump’s impeachable offenses is now 
overwhelming, and Congress needs to start the hearings now,” says Ron Fein, the Legal Director of 
Free Speech For People.  “We don’t need to wait for Special Counsel Mueller’s final report to see that 
Trump is openly obstructing the administration of justice, intimidating witnesses, gorging himself on 
payoffs from corrupt foreign governments, and trying to turn federal law enforcement into a weapon 
against his political opponents.  Massachusetts has long held a special role when democracy and 
freedom are in danger, whether in the 1770s or the campaign to abolish slavery or the voice of Father 
Robert Drinan, the first member of Congress to call for impeachment of Richard Nixon. The 
Commonwealth should speak up for the Constitution and our democracy and call upon Congress to 
start the process of impeachment hearings.” 
 
Ron Fein, John Bonifaz, and Ben Clements are the co-authors of a new book, The Constitution 
Demands It: The Case For The Impeachment of Donald Trump, published in August 2018 by Melville 
House, detailing the legal case for impeachment hearings.  The book presents a legal analysis based 
on the text, structure, and history of the Constitution and federal law, and legal and political 
precedent.  The case for an impeachment investigation includes: violating two of the anti-corruption 
provisions of the US Constitution (the emoluments clauses); obstructing justice; conspiring to solicit 
and then conceal illegal foreign assistance for his presidential campaign; abusing the pardon power; 
undermining the freedom of the press; recklessly threatening nuclear war against foreign nations; 
directing or seeking to direct law enforcement, including the Department of Justice and the FBI, to 
prosecute political adversaries for improper purposes; advocating illegal violence and undermining 
equal protection of the laws; ordering the cruel and unconstitutional imprisonment of children and 
their families at the southern border; and conspiring to illegally influence the 2016 election through a 
series of hush money payments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


