STATE OF ILLINOIS )
) ss
COUNTY OF COOK )

BEFORE THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS SITTING AS THE STATE OFFICERS
ELECTORAL BOARD
FOR THE HEARING AND PASSING UPON OF OBJECTIONS
TO NOMINATION PAPERS OF CANDIDATES FOR THE MARCH 19, 2024,
GENERAL PRIMARY

IN THE MATTER OF OBJECTIONS BY

Steven Daniel Anderson, Charles J. Holley,
Jack L. Hickman, Ralph E. Cintron, and Darryl P. Baker,
Objectors,
V. No. 24 SOEB GP 517

Donald J. Trump,

N N N N N N N N N

Candidate.
DECISION

The State Board of Elections, sitting as the duly constituted State Officers Electoral Board,
and having convened on January 30, 2024, at 69 W. Washington, Chicago, Illinois, and via
videoconference at 2329 S. MacArthur Blvd., Springfield, Illinois and having heard and
considered the objections filed in the above-titled matter, hereby determines and finds that:

1. The State Board of Elections has been duly and legally constituted
as the State Officers Electoral Board pursuant to Sections 10-9 and
10-10 of the Election Code (10 ILCS 5/10-9 and 5/10-10) for the
purpose of hearing and passing upon the objections filed in this
matter and as such, has jurisdiction in this matter, except as
specifically noted in Paragraph 10 below.

2. On January 4, 2024, Steven Daniel Anderson, Charles J. Holley,
Jack L. Hickman, Ralph E. Cintron, and Darryl P. Baker, timely
filed an objection to the nomination papers of Donald J. Trump,
Republican Party candidate for the office of President of the United
States.

3. A call for the hearing on said objection was duly issued and was
served upon the Members of the Board, the Objectors, and the
Candidate by registered mail as provided by statute unless waived.
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10.

On January 17, 2024, the State Officers Electoral Board voted to
adopt the Rules of Procedure, and a hearing officer was assigned to
consider arguments and evidence in this matter.

On January 19, 2024, Candidate filed a Motion to Dismiss
Objectors’ Petition (“Motion to Dismiss”). On January 23, 2024,
Objectors filed a Response to Candidate’s Motion to Dismiss
Objectors’ Petition. On January 25, 2024, Candidate filed a Reply
in Support of his Motion to Dismiss.

On January 19, 2024, Objectors filed a Motion to Grant Objectors’
Petition or, in the Alternative, for Summary Judgment (“Motion for
Summary Judgment”). On January 23, 2024, Candidate filed
Candidate’s Opposition to Objectors’ Motion for Summary
Judgment. On January 25, 2024, Objectors filed Objectors’ Reply
in Support of their Motion to Grant Objectors’ Petition or, in the
Alternative, for Summary Judgment.

On January 24, 2024, a Stipulated Order Regarding Trial Transcripts
and Exhibits (“Stipulated Order”) was entered. —Under this
Stipulated Order, the parties stipulated to the authenticity of certain
exhibits admitted in Anderson v. Griswold, District Court, City and
County of Denver, No. 23CV32577, as well as transcripts in that
proceeding.

On January 26, 2024, a hearing was held before the Hearing Officer.
During the hearing, the parties utilized certain pieces of evidence
encompassed by the Stipulated Order and made oral arguments to
the Hearing Officer.

The Board’s appointed Hearing Officer issued a recommended
decision in this matter after reviewing all matters in the record,
including arguments and/or evidence tendered by the parties.

Upon consideration of this matter, the Board adopts the findings of
fact, conclusions of law, and recommendations of the Hearing
Officer, except as set forth below, and adopts the conclusions of law
and recommendations of the General Counsel and finds that:

A. Factual issues remain that preclude the Board from granting
Objectors’ Motion for Summary Judgment.

B. Paragraph 1 of this Decision is incorporated by reference.
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. Objectors have not met their burden of proving by a
preponderance of the evidence that Candidate’s Statement of
Candidacy is falsely sworn in violation of Section 7-10 of the
Election Code, 10 ILCS 5/7-10, as alleged by their objection
petition.

. In the alternative, and to the extent the Election Code authorizes
the Board to consider whether Section 3 of the 14® Amendment
to the U.S. Constitution operates to bar Candidate from the ballot
in Illinois, under the Illinois Supreme Court’s decisions in
Goodman v. Ward, 241 111.2d 398 (2011), and Delgado v. Board
of Election Commissioners, 224 111.2d 482 (2007), the Board
lacks jurisdiction to perform the constitutional analysis
necessary to render that decision.

. Candidate’s Motion to Dismiss should be granted as to
Candidate’s argument that the Board lacks jurisdiction to decide
whether Section 3 of the 14" Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution operates to bar Candidate from the ballot in Illinois.
The remaining grounds for dismissal argued in the Motion to
Dismiss were not reached by the Board and are now moot.

. Candidate’s nomination papers, including his Statement of
Candidacy, are valid.

. No factual determinations were made regarding the events of
January 6, 2021.

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Objector’s Motion for Summary Judgment is DENIED,
Candidate’s Motion to Dismiss is GRANTED in part, and the objection of Steven Daniel
Anderson, Charles J. Holley, Jack L. Hickman, Ralph E. Cintron, and Darryl P. Baker, to the
nomination papers of Donald J. Trump, Republican Party candidate for the office of President of
the United States, is OVERRULED based on the findings contained in Paragraph 10 above, and
the name of the Candidate, Donald J. Trump, SHALL be certified for the March 19, 2024, General
Primary Election ballot.

DATED: 01/30/2024

e —

Casandra B. Watson, Chair
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned certifies that on January 30, 2024, the foregoing order was served upon the Objector(s)
or their attorney(s) by:

[J Via email to the address(es) listed below:

Caryn C. Lederer Ron Fein

clederer@hsplegal.com rfein@freespeechforpeople.org

Matthew J. Piers Courtney Hostetler

mpiers@hsplegal.com chostetler@freespeechforpeople.org

Margaret E. Truesdale John Bonifaz

mtruesdale@hsplegal.com jbonifaz@freespeechforpeople.org

Justin M. Tresnowski Ben T. Clements

jtresnowski@hsplegal.com bclements@freespeechforpeople.org
ben@clementslaw.org

Ed Mullen

ed mullen@mac.com Anna Mattar

amira@freespeechforpeople.org
[J Hand delivery at:
[1 2329 S. MacArthur Blvd., Springfield, IL 62704
[J 69 W. Washington St, Chicago, IL 60602
And on January 30, 2024, served upon the Candidate(s) or their attorney(s) by:

[J Via email to the address(es) indicated below:

Adam P. Merrill
amichaellaw1@gmail.com

Scott Gessler
sgessler@gesslerblue.com

Nicholas J. Nelson
nicholas.nelson(@crosscastle.com

[0 Hand delivery at:
0 2329 S. MacArthur Blvd., Springfield, IL 62704
0 69 W. Washington St, Chicago, IL 60602

Ol

Deputy General Counsel
[linois State Board of Elections
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