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Re:  Matter of Simpson Thatcher & Bartlett, LLP (Docket No.: 2026.2208)
Matter of Latham & Watkins, LLP (Docket No.: 2026.2209)

Dear Ms. Reddy:

Thank you for bringing this important matter to our attention. We appreciate the time,
thought and concern reflected in your submission.

As you know, there is pending litigation concerning allegations which are substantially
similar to the material allegations of professional misconduct you have alleged here. In
particular, issues you raise implicate serious questions about the role of law firms in
upholding the rule of law and the ethical responsibilities of the legal profession. That
said, the business decisions of law firms, such as the selection of clients or the allocation
of pro bono resources, generally fall outside the purview of this Committee. As you note,
the executive orders targeting major law firms are subject to judicial review and
legislative oversight; several such challenges by law firms Perkins Coie, Susman Godftrey,
and Wilmer Hale are now pending appeal.

We have found that a judicial determination of such matters is helpful to the Committee.
Accordingly, we have determined to defer further investigation at this time. Please
inform us by email of any court decision or other event which may warrant an
investigation. We will notify you if we determine, at a later date, to reactivate the
investigation.
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If you believe that the Respondent law firms have engaged in illegal or criminal conduct,
you may wish to consider raising these concerns with the appropriate regulatory or law
enforcement authorities.

Thank you.
Yours truly,
Y Jorge Dopico
Chief Attorney
[GMP/mrh]
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