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Beyond Citizens United:
Returning our Democracy and
Constitution to the People
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Overview

* Ben & Jerry: Why Business for Democracy?
* John Bonifaz & Jeff Clements:
The People’s Rights Amendment
* David Levine: The Road Ahead
* Questions

Email questions to:
Ibusinessfordemocracv@gmail.com}
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Our Democracy is at Stake
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John Bonifaz, Director Jeff Clements,
General Counsel









« Just 22% of voters have heard about the Citizens United decision.
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“American citizens have repeatedly amended the Constitution to
defend democracy when the Supreme Court acts in collusion
with democracy's enemies, whether they are slavemasters,
states imposing poll taxes on voters, or the opponents of woman
suffrage.

Today, the Court has enthroned corporations, permitting them
not only all kinds of special economic rights but now, amazingly,
moving to grant them the same political rights as the people.

This is a moment of high danger for democracy so we must act
quickly to spell out in the Constitution what the people have
always understood: that corporations do not enjoy the political
and free speech rights that belong to the people of the United
States.”

- Jamin Raskin, Professor of Constitutional

Law and the First Amendment at American
University’s Washington College of Law
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What We Must Do

e Pass the People’s Rights Amendment
» Ratification = 2/3 of Congress, % of the States
* Advocate at all levels of branches of government
* Build a movement across sectors



Citizens United: Undermines
the Political Process

* SS spent in
elections could be
invested in growth

* \Voters are
bombarded with
negative ads

* Elected officials
spend ever increasing
amounts of time
fundraising




State Strategy: Montana

Amicus Brief defending the Montana Corrupt
Practices Act

MONTANA
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U.S. Chamber of Commerce

* Inrecent years, 83% of U.S. Chamber contributions
were $100,000 or more

e 40% came from 25 contributors

* 3 contributors provided 20% of the Chamber’s
dollars

* |n 2009, one contribution of $86.2 million made up
42% of all contributions to the Chamber

Source: U.S. Chamber Watch - http://www.fixtheuschamber.org/news/news/inside-chambers-million-dollar-shell-game, and
http://www.fixtheuschamber.org/tracking-the-chamber/beyond-86-million-buyout-what-else-we-found-chambers-990s




Who Else Supports Pay to Play?

* How many American
businesses think it is
prudent to throw $2
million at an election?
* Why should
businesses have to do
that, rather than
concentrate on
business?




The People's Rights Amendment

Section 1. We the people who ordain and establish this Constitution
intend the rights protected by this Constitution to be the rights of
natural persons.

Section 2. People, person, or persons as used in this Constitution does
not include corporations, limited liability companies or other corporate
entities established by the laws of any state, the United States, or any
foreign state, and such corporate entities are subject to such regulation
as the people, through their elected state and federal representatives,
deem reasonable and are otherwise consistent with the powers of
Congress and the States under this Constitution.

Section 3. Nothing contained herein shall be construed to limit the
people's rights of freedom of speech, freedom of the press, free
exercise of religion, and such other rights of the people, which rights
are inalienable.
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lwww.businessfordemocracy.com

lWww.freespeechforpeople.or;zj

Contact Us:
John Bonifaz, Director, Free Speech For People
413-253-2700, ibonifaz@freespeechforpeople.org
Jeff Clements, Gen. Counsel, Free Speech For People
978-287-4901, Iiclements@freespeechforpeople.or

Aquene Freechild, Coordinator, Business for Democracy
617-378-2579, afreechild@asbcouncil.org
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Questions?

Use the GoToWebinar Questions drop down,

or email questions to:
businessfordemocracy@gmail.com
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